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Proclamations Proc. 7223

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 1999, as Citizenship
Day and September 17 through September 23, 1999, as Constitution Week.
I call upon Federal, State, and local officials, as well as leaders of civic,
educational, and religious organizations, to conduct meaningful ceremonies
and programs in our schools, houses of worship, and other community cen-
ters to foster a greater understanding and appreciation of the Constitution
and the rights and duties of citizenship. I also call on all citizens to rededi-
cate themselves to the principles of the Constitution.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7223 of September 17, 1999

Ovarian Cancer Awareness Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Ovarian cancer is a devastating disease that takes the lives of thousands of
women in our Nation each year. Since 1985, there has been a dramatic in-
crease in the incidence of ovarian cancer, with a 30 percent increase in the
number of women diagnosed with the disease and an 18 percent increase
in the number of fatalities. Ovarian cancer is particularly deadly, killing
nearly 15,000 women each year. It is often not diagnosed until the cancer
is in the late stages of development, limiting the effectiveness of treatment
and reducing the chances of survival. In its late stages, the chances of sur-
vival from ovarian cancer are just 25 percent; when it is detected early, be-
fore the cancer spreads, the survival rate exceeds 90 percent.

Our most effective weapon in the battle against ovarian cancer is early de-
tection. Subtle but recognizable symptoms, such as bloating, vague abdom-
inal pain and discomfort, gastrointestinal problems, back pain, and fatigue
can also be symptoms of other less serious illnesses, but women who are
experiencing such early warning signs should consult their doctors imme-
diately for appropriate tests.

Doctors and researchers have identified factors that put women at higher
risk of developing ovarian cancer, including a family history of breast and
ovarian cancer, a high fat diet, never having had children, or infertility. It
is vital that women learn about risk factors and visit their doctors regularly.

As we observe Ovarian Cancer Awareness Week, let us build on our efforts
to eradicate this serious disease and urge all American women and their
families to learn more about ovarian cancer, its symptoms, and available
methods that may reduce the risk of developing it. By increasing awareness
of early warning signs and risk factors, maintaining a healthy diet, and con-
sulting regularly with health care professionals, women across America can
lead healthier and longer lives and help our Nation win the fight against
ovarian cancer.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 19
through September 25, 1999, as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Week. I encour-
age the American people to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7224 of September 17, 1999

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 1999

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
President Franklin Roosevelt once called America’s farmers and ranchers
‘‘the source from which the reservoirs of our nation’s strength are con-
stantly renewed.’’ It was during his Administration, in the critical years of
World War II, that Americans began to realize that thousands of agricul-
tural workers and their families suffered disabling and fatal injuries each
year in their work of producing food for our Nation and the world. The
tragic statistics were so troubling that President Roosevelt, with the encour-
agement of his Secretary of Agriculture and the President of the National
Safety Council, signed the initial proclamation for National Farm Safety
Week in 1944.

We have achieved substantial progress in the decades since that first proc-
lamation. Farm equipment manufacturers have engineered safety features
into their machinery that have decreased the likelihood of severe injuries
among operators. Chemical manufacturers have reformulated pest control
products to reduce the potential for poisoning incidents. Personal protec-
tive equipment is now available to protect farm and ranch workers. And
safety and health professionals have made great strides in the development
and implementation of educational initiatives that raise awareness among
agricultural workers of measures and equipment they can use to reduce on-
the-job injuries and health risks.

But we cannot afford to become complacent. Children continue to be the
most vulnerable members of farming and ranching families. Those who
work with livestock and around farm machinery should be carefully super-
vised and should be assigned chores that are commensurate with their level
of awareness, knowledge, and ability to perform the job safely. Older Amer-
icans working in agriculture also are at risk; farmers and ranchers often
work well past retirement age in a determined effort to maintain the farm-
ing heritage of their families and to continue contributing to the vocation
they love. Many of these older men and women have suffered work-related
hearing impairment over the years, and many also have limited mobility
due to previous injuries or arthritis. Their families and coworkers should


